
The U14Girls/2 team 

have largely been 

together since 2010 

and 3 of those since 

the U6's. The stand-

out qualities of these 

girls from their very 

first season is their 

support of each oth-

er, their willingness to 

give any position a go 

(with the possible 

exception of goalie!) 

and their pure enjoyment of 

participating in the world 

game. This year the girls have 

added to those great qualities 

with a new level of individual 

skills, passing and positional 

play.  And the results are 

showing. This season has been 

a season of firsts - our first hat 

trick, first saving of a penalty, 

our most goals in a season (still 

six games to go) and our most 

wins. The last game against 

Strathfield was typical of this 

year. We lost 4-0 early in the 

season to Strathfield, and 

turned this around with goals 

from Tahlia (2 goals with the 

last a one-on-one nicely 

slotted away), plus 1 each for 

Margot and Fenella for an em-

phatic 4-0 win, our biggest win 

ever. Many other shots went 

close, including a whacking 

penalty from Margot that hit 

the cross-bar, and great shot 

from Sophie.  Our backline of 

Megan, Lilia, Martha and Lucy 

not only provided staunch de-

fence but launched great 

attacking moves, which is an-

other sign of their increasing 

maturity. Our midfield of So-

phie, Eva, Ella and Fenella got 

into position to support our 

forwards, and worked tireless-

ly to win the ball.  Our for-
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wards of Ellie, Margot and Tahlia 

were as good as the Dutch in 

their running shots, and tenacity 

in front of goals.   Our goalies, 

Ellie and Margot were dependa-

ble and gave confidence to the 

rest of the team. The team 

missed Katherine, Caitlin, Naomi 

and Jayda, who are great contrib-

utors week after week, but han-

dled having no sub’s to deliver 

the win.  

It has been a great journey for 

Neil, Sharon and Louise, coaches 

and manager since 2006. We are 

so proud of these young women 

and thank you to them for perse-

vering with us. Cheers, Neil 

 



After two 
years as the 
CDSFA cham-
pions, the 
14/1 boys are 
off to a great 
start this sea-
son and have 
their sights 
set on a third 
premiership 
trophy. The 
15-strong 
squad con-
sists of both 

old and new players, with the 
team’s veterans, Adam, James 
and Peter from last years 
13/1As, joined by new team-
mates Andrew, David, Jona-
thon, Luca, and Morris from 
last year’s 13/1Bs, as well as 
Alek, JP, and Michael from Bel-
more, Antoine from Inter-Lions, 

Bodhi from Marrickville Red 
Devils, Roberto from Rockdale, 
and Zeki from Kogarah.  
All the boys bring more than 
eight years experience to the 
game, but, under dedicated 
and energetic coach Ahmad 
Racheha, their training is now 
based on the application and 
learning of the Hurlstone Park 
Cornella principles, which 
stress the importance of two-
touch, possession-based foot-
ball, and teamwork. The boys 
have shown great dedication 
and commitment to training 
and playing this new style of 
football. 
Team spirit is strong. Many of 
the boys say that the best thing 
about their team is their team-
mates. They also mention the 
thrills of playing football, learn-
ing new drills and taking the 

field in their favourite posi-
tions, with the promise of 
‘jelly snakes’ at half-time. 
The boys say that Luca is the 
funniest; JP is the quiet one; 
Alek and Adam talk the most; 
Roberto is a strong defender; 
Michael and Zeki are the 
fastest runners; Andrew, 
Antoine, David and Jonathon 
are up for every challenge 
their opponents throw at 
them; with James (captain) 
and Peter (goalie) the ones 
they all rely on when the 
going gets tough. Ahmad 
gives Bodhi and Morris a 
special mention for the best 
attitude to training but prais-
es all the boys for how hard 
they’ve worked thus far. He 
believes that the 14/1s have 
the right stuff to go all the 
way this season! 

loved every minute of it. But 
soccer for me didn’t even start 
there. It started when I was a 
toddler and my Aunty would 
take me to my older cousin’s 
soccer games. I was in awe at 
how it was physically possible to 
juggle a ball without your hands. 

Ever since then soccer has 
just been in my life, whether 
it was playing in the back-
yard with my cousins or half 
listening to my Dad while he 
is telling me to “get 
up...don’t milk the penalty, 
you’ll be fine.”  
But my love of the real 
game of football is all about 
being part of a team. It does 
not happen overnight and it 
does not happen by luck. 
Being part a team is about 
working hard, respecting 

each other, leadership and 
loyalty.   
It is true to say that most 
sports and especially soccer is 
mostly focused on boys. But at 
Hurlstone Park Wanderers, we 
are turning this around.  
Today our Under 12’s  Girls 

Boys who love football and jelly snakes 
The U14/1 boy’s season is off to a great start. 
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“... the boys say that 

the best thing about 

their team is their 

team-mates.“ 

Hi, my name is Jasmine and I 
play for Hurlstone Park Wan-
derers’ under 12 girls. I’ve been 
asked to write about what soc-
cer means to me. Where to 
start... where to start?  For me 
soccer is one of life’s most im-
portant needs apart from food, 
water, shelter, family, friends 
and my Ipod. With soccer I have 
made new friends and learnt 
new skills such as sportsman-
ship (or in our case sports 
woman ship) and I’ve learnt 
discipline. Turn up for training 
sessions, not being late for 
games, practice, practice, prac-
tice.  
 I have been playing soccer for a 
club since I was 7 and have 

Team is made up of a group of 
girls, their parents, two coach-
es, a manager, a few sets of 
grandparents and a couple of 
regular pets. Somewhere 
along the line we have be-
come a community focussed 
on making girls soccer some-
thing to be proud of. The 
thing is, we all have some-
thing to offer the team. No 
one is better that anyone else 
and everyone scores the goal.  
Over the past two seasons we 
have become friends. We 
have set our common goals 
and we have worked hard. 
Our Wednesday night training 
sessions on cold windy eve-
nings is our discipline and 
helps us to build our skills. All 
this hard work plays off on the 
pitch. With one word now or 

 

Mean, clean, soccer machine! 
U12/2 girls player, Jasmine,  reflects on her football experience. 
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Like many, I too have had the 
bug over the past few weeks 
and watched too much foot-
ball into the wee hours of the 
morning and then had to make 
my way into work and do the 
time. One thing that sustained 
me through the incessant 
betting ads and early mornings 
was an article I read early in 
the World Cup tournament. It 
 focussed on the poor result by 
Spain in their first game 
against the Netherlands. It was 
an unexpected result and 
those who have a great deal 
more knowledge than me de-
liberated, fans in Spain were 
devastated as no doubt were 
the players themselves. The 
response by Angel Maria Villar, 
president of the Spanish foot-
ball federation  was to 

Multicultural Young Women’s 

Leadership Program 2014 

This program is aimed at young 

women from 16 – 24 years of 

age with multicultural back-

ground living  in New South 

Wales. The program aims to 

develop and extend the skills, 

knowledge and networks of 

women in leadership and deci-

sion-making roles.  

The program provides compre-

hensive training for women 

who would like to become 

more involved in local sporting 

clubs or community organisa-

tions which focus on sport and 

physical activity. Training will 

be provided in Leadership 

skills, Communication and 

presentation skills, Goals, plans 

and priorities and Team devel-

opment. 

The 2014 program will be held 

at Sports House, Sydney Olym-

pic Park  22nd & 23rd Septem-

ber and continue at The Hub, 

Mount Druitt on 24th & 25th 

September.  

Expression of Interest must be 

submitted by Monday 1st Sep-

tember 2014. 

Further information visit 

www.dsr.nsw.gov.au  or call 

Rose Powell on  

(02) 9006 3711,email 

rose.powell@sport.nsw.gov.au 

Editorial 

Community Corner 
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“Give the best you 

can...One cannot 

always win. You can 

count on my 

unconditional 

support.”   

Angel Maria Villar  

 

Volunteers 

needed. 
 

 
HPWFC  
WANTS  

YOU 

 

 

 

Contact   

John Marychurch 
john.marychurch@gmail.com  

attend a barbeque for the 
team and the following 
message was delivered. 
"You have made an entire 
country happy, several 
times. What happened 
Friday was an accident. 
Just give the best you can 
next time...One cannot 
always win, those of us 
who have played football 
know that...You can count 
on my unconditional sup-
port."  A message that 
should resonate for us as 
we support our own chil-
dren at their matches. Yes, 
our kids want to win games 
but the support shown 
lasts longer than the 
memory of the game that 
was won or lost. 

even a look, we pass to each oth-
er and know our mean defenders 
will be there to back us up.  
I believe that with a great manag-
er, fantastic coaches and amazing 
teammates you can achieve any-
thing you put your mind to. Well 
guess what? The Hurlstone Park 
Under 12 Girls team ticks off eve-
rything on the list. We’re the 
mean, clean, under 12 girls soccer 
machine.    
Thanks to our coach Steve Chilas, 
our assistant coach Fernando 
Cazar and our amazing manager  
Susan Hemsley. Did I mention all 
the mums and dads too! Go Hurl-
stone Park!  
     

  

U12/2 girls cont. 

mailto:john.marychurch@gmail.com


CDSFA establishes a Committee for Female Football  
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This year the Canterbury District Soccer Football Association 

launched the Committee for Female Football. The first meeting 

was held last month with representatives from many of the 

local clubs attending. Hurlstone Park  Wanderer’s were well 

represented and Lauren of the AAW1 provided her insights and 

experiences in playing football. Her insights highlight many of 

the issues and challenges faced by girls playing football. In the 

next issue there will be more details about the committee and 

the work it will be doing. In the mean time Lauren’s speech is a 

great way to get the ball rolling. Well done Lauren and the 

CDSFA.  

 
Good evening ladies and gentleman ……… 
 
My name is Lauren, I am currently in the All Age women’s first 
Division, Playing for HPW, a club I have played for since 2004 in 
the U10’s. 
Firstly I would like to apologise in advance as I will have to 
leave straight after making this speech as I have my last Uni 
exam tomorrow. I didn’t however want to miss this opportuni-
ty to share with you my experiences and passion of this world 
game from a woman’s perspective. 
I can’t remember what enticed me into playing football. My 
Father has always played, my brother played, so the exposure 
was there.  Giles Parkinson pushed Women’s football in the 
District, I loved sport, I suppose football at HPW was inevitable. 
My first season was a lot of kick and giggle. It was fun, a low 
pressure introduction into the round ball game.  This type of 
introduction for a new player is, in my opinion essential.  
Right from the start there were people of differing abilities. 
Sporty types may have had a slight advantage, but no one was 
made to feel inadequate or out of place. We played for fun, 
working out our place in a team and a grade was something 
that could come later.  
The next season I trialed for an U12’s team,  that were a year 
older than me and together for their second season. It was 
scary,  I felt the pressure, but wanted more than anything to be 
in this team.  
4 of us younger players made the cut and went on to have a 
very successful season.  I remember it was difficult joining a 
team that was already formed and even by season’s end, the 
new players never quite felt part of the group.   
Integration is even more difficult if you spend long periods or 
always start matches from the bench. If the coach appears to 
have less faith in you, that sentiment will flow into the team.  

The balancing act between winning and participating is essen-
tial for coaches to get right, if you want to convince girls to play 
the game. We are not boys and I believe girls are a lot more 
sensitive to feeling rejected,  inclusion is crucial.  
The following season I decided to stay in U12’s, my father de-
cided to coach me and along with my neighbour, they put to-
gether the beginnings of what is still my team.  
From the outset, we took our football very seriously. We were 
coached well and had a desire to learn. It is important at the 
beginning of the season that players understand team expecta-
tions.  
We never trialed after our first season, but anyone wanting to 
join the team knew that they were expected to play in the ma-
jority of games and attend most training sessions. This for me is 
an important part of Park football,  catering for people who 
want a good level of development and competition, without 
taking the next step. 
 By U14’s we lost 5 players to representative football.  In truth 
most of our team could have pursued  Rep football, but there 
are big decisions associated with taking this path. 
Do I want the pressure? Do I have time to train 2 or 3 times a 
week. Can my family afford the time and money.  Do I want to 
lose an entire day, sometimes a weekend to play football in 
Timbuktu? This question is compounded if it also means 80 
minutes on the bench. I guess it comes down to ambition and 
faith in the development system.  
The majority of us stayed with the team. My Dad teamed up 
with Mark, but losing 5 good players had a dramatic effect on 
the team, we had a tough couple of seasons and to compound 
things I ruptured my ACL. 
It also starts to get hard to recruit players at this age. By now 
most people are happily in teams, the better players have often 
gone to Reps, 15, 16 year olds are more likely to stop playing 
football at this age, to focus on studies or their social lives. 
Then at u17/18’s level, a lot of people who left for Reps start to 
return. The biggest reason always seems to be time manage-
ment. The players know they won’t be having a career as a 
footballer, their studies then take priority.  
They also want to be able to take the odd weekend off with 
impunity, or miss the odd training night, something that may 
result in them being benched or losing their place in a Repre-
sentative team.  
Sadly the return of players from Reps is not enough to counter 
the exodus at this age. Our first season of U18’s division 1, had 
only 4 teams in the League. This was not interesting, we were 
on first name terms with the opposition players and frankly sick 
of the sight of each other!  
The introduction of the Women’s Intermediate League, was a 
great idea. It may seem like a big jump for 17 year olds to be 
playing a team that is made up of 20 year olds, but it is really 
not that bigger gap, physically.  

                                       Cont. page 5 
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It allows teams to be in a decent competition for a few years, 
you have a larger cross section of ages to recruit from and it 
bridges the gap to the most physical of age groups. All Age. 
Turn over in players does increase a little at U17/U18 level. 
Mainly due to study commitments . Our experiences have 
shown that it is much better to have a large playing squad of 17 
or 18 players because of the increase in study and social pres-
sures on this age group. 
However most keen footballers can be convinced that 3 or 4 
hours a week of running around kicking a ball is a healthy alter-
native to HSC studies and should have no real impact on school 
work.  
I can certainly attest to this, playing in a Champion of Champi-
ons Grand Final the day before my HSC, 2 unit,  Math’s exam.  
The results were my best academically and on the sports field. 
Now I am playing for HPW in the all age Women’s division 1.  
Along with 5 other members of the original U12’s team.   
Our coaches have always pushed us and we have nearly always 
played in a league higher than our age dictates. It was another 
daunting challenge this year and is without doubt the biggest 
jump physically and certainly verbally!  

Before the season started we went to Bathurst to compete 
against Women for the first time. We did well, but in truth a 
weekend away with your team mates is always great fun and 
reinforces your reasons for playing. 
In all age, we are coping, in fact we are enjoying the challenge. 
We understand the tactics being coached. We understand field 
position and the importance of maintaining our shape. We can 
adapt to different formations, styles of play and conditions.  
My team is probably at the top end of the park football spec-
trum. We want to be coached well, we want to compete and 
generally we want to be there. I think there are plenty more 
girls who would embrace this level of competition.  
However it is equally important to offer girls the chance to play 
even if they don’t harbor any great ambitions.  To be able to be 
in a team with your friends and play for fun is essential for 
word to spread. Everyone wants to have fun and the more peo-
ple enjoy something the more they will talk about it.  
We take our football very seriously and hope the exposure for 
Women’s football continues to increase. Us girls can play this 
sport at a very high technical level and it means just as much to 
us, as it does the guys. 
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Committee for female football cont. 

1924 was responsible for many sporting firsts, for a start 

FIFA organised the Olympic Games football tournament 
for the first time with Uruguay beating Switzerland to win 
their first Olympic Gold medal  and to later have the win 
recognised a s their first World Cup crown. In England, 
Leeds United made their debut in the English Division 
One competition and managed to place 18th for their 
season.  
Closer to home 1924 saw the beginning of  our great club, 
Hurlstone Park Wanderers Football Club, inaugurated in a 
tiny hall in Crinan Street Hurlstone Park. The new club 
was able to enter an under 16 team in the  district com-
petition. This team went on to win the knock out compe-
tition that year and the premiership the following year. A 
great start to a long and enduring 90 years in community 
football. Today the club has over 1,300 registered players  
and 80 teams, a strong contingent  of enduring volunteers 
and passionate and supportive parents and friends.   
 As part  of the celebration for the 90th anniversary the 
club will host a celebratory dinner on the 19th September 
at the Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL. The night can be 
expected to relive some great memories as well as 
providing a great opportunity to celebrate the end of the 

season in style with your team mates. Table or individual 
bookings can be made by contacting the RSL club. See you 
there. 
 

HPW 90th Anniversary Dinner to be held in September 
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being off at the World Cup, or competing 
in a Band Festival. One of the features I 
have come to understand about HPW 
teams over the last few years is that 
HPW players are also musicians, swim-
mers, netballers, debaters, scientists, 
aiming to get 90+ in their HSC, doing 
Duke of Edinburgh, and our committed 
coaches and managers have to manage 
this football life balance, sometimes to 
their frustration.  The borrowing rules 
help with this, so long as everyone antici-
pates it well in advance.  But beyond 
this, as a numbers nerd, I love to keep 

track of how our teams are going, and 
what that means for next season. As a 
female player, a member of the CDSFA 
grading committee and a mother of two 
girls within our Club, I confess to having 
a slightly better overview of the girls’ 
and women’s competition, but have 
plenty of points of connection to the 
mixed, boys’ and men’s competition to 
maintain a watching brief on these as 
well.    
At this stage of the season, part of my 
role is helping teams to negotiate the 
rules in relation to finals, and under-
standing how the finals work.  So here is 
a bit of an overview: 
The finals are a three-week series.  Ma-
jor semi: 1v2 (winner goes straight 
through, loser goes to a playoff) and Mi-
nor semi: 3v4 (loser is out, winner goes 
to the play off), followed by Final: loser 
of 1v2 vs winner of 3v4, followed by 

So Competition Secretary….. What 
even is that??? 
 
When Frank asked for a photo to accom-
pany this story, I thought about whether 
there was a photo of me in action as 
fearsome, (I wish), defender in the 
030W1C team. Alternatively, bossy (I do 
not wish) manager/assistant coach of 
the 14/1 girls, and in the end decided 
that this photo, approximately 9pm on a 
Sunday evening captured it pretty well.  
We have more than 70 teams playing 
inter-club football for Hurlstone Park 
Wanderers, only Balmain and Marrick-
ville have more teams, and both have a 
significant number of u8 teams. The 
HPW u8s (and their parents) enjoy the 
luxury of intra-club football – no check-
ing the draw, all games in one place, and 
you always have a referee (thanks to our 
wonderful mini-referees). 
The Competition Secretary role in the 
Club is one of the best, albeit fairly time 
consuming.  We have a wonderful group 
of age coordinators who relay messages 
to their teams, chase up missing results 
and keep on top of day to day football 
activity.  What is great about being com-
petition secretary is having the overview 
of how every team in our club is going, 
anticipating and managing issues like a 
whole team having Holy Communion on 
the first week of the finals, or half a team 

Grand Final: Winner of Major semi vs 
Winner of Final.  
The compman tables are fine to deter-
mine places except when there is a tie, in 
which case the CDSFA rules take prece-
dence.  This means that between the 
tied teams head to head win/loss ratio 
and head-to-head GD take precedence 
over overall win/loss ration or GD.  
Apart from that, this is an opportunity to 
remind everyone that Sunday night is 
when I need to enter results, and ideally 
I would like to have all results at that 
stage rather than chasing them up.  We 

are fined for late en-
try of results, but 
really more im-
portantly this is a bit 
of a point of club 
pride to get our re-
sults in on time.  
I’m always happy to 
help where teams 
have issues about 
scheduling of games 
but we do have to 
follow the CDSFA 
guidelines about this.  
The earlier teams 
contact me about 
issues the more 

chance there is that we can accommo-
date them, but just to note, there is no 
scope to move games after the first 
Monday in July.  
In the meantime, I aim to make sure that 
everyone knows where and when they 
are playing (and how much better is the 
process than when we relied on Friday 
night phone calls – who remembers 
that?) That we get our results in on time 
(a small plea to get your results to me on 
Sunday afternoon/evening) and that we 
all turn up or let someone know that we 
can’t (another small plea to forfeit rarely 
but early – by Wednesday for Saturday 
teams and by Thursday for Sunday 
teams). Competition Secretary is the 
engine room of grassroots football – if 
anyone is interested, more than happy 
to discuss what is involved – we need a 
succession plan! 

90 years commitment to grass roots football and the 

community 

Hurlstone Park Wanderer FC 

Meet the Committee -   

Rosalie Viney — Competition Secretary 


